Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association

October 11, 2006

Attendees:

Peter Hedlund


Phil Chase


A.K.Wieder

Bob Archer



Adrienne Dent

Hugh Dornan

Becky Sims



Susan Foard


Reed Banks

Terri DiCintio


Renita Sheesley Banks
Leigh Mason

Joe Mooney



Chip King


Jack Gwynn

David Lee



Jeanne S.  Chase

Meeting, Date, and Time


Second Wednesday of the month at the Cherry Avenue Christian Church;


5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  Use Front Entrance


Next regular meeting date: November 8, 2006


Meeting items are timed to end by 7:00 p.m.

October 11, 2006:   5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Peter Hedlund Chaired the Meeting in the absence of John Santoski, President

Oktoberfest Report


Peter Hedlund reported that Oktoberfest is scheduled for Sunday, October 29, 2006, from 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. at the Fry’s Spring Beach Club.  A flyer which will be part of these minutes lists the current presenters and local restaurants who will provide food and beverage for the event.  Peter requested that the Board of FSNA look over the flyer and give feedback to him and his committee by Thursday evening, October 12, 2006.  The flyers are to be given out in the neighborhood starting the week-end of October 14 - 15.  One of our Councilors, David Norris, has already made the commitment to come to Oktoberfest.  Peter indicated that there will not be one central speaker, but community leaders may be asked to share a word or two while being a part of the event.  David Toscano was suggested as a person to invite.
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Four Way Stop Sign Needed at Cherry/Willard/Cleveland

As previously noted in earlier Fry’s Spring Neighborhood meetings over the last year the 

corner of Cherry/Willard/Cleveland is in need of a four way stop sign.  This has been supported in public by members of our Council.  FSNA was told that a four way stop would be the first step in redesigning this very dangerous corner and that this would be put into place while the intersection was studied for additional safety features.  Much discussion took place on this topic and the Cherry Avenue Christian Church was represented by Bob Archer and Willard Street was represented by Renita Sheesley Banks and her husband, Reed Banks.  Ms.  Banks outlined her frustrations with the City over the past twenty years over this issue of making this intersection safer for students riding buses, the City bus stop safety, children’s safety after school and on week-ends with their bicycles, skateboards, and skates.  The forced “remedy” of “The Thumb” which has been thankfully taken out was not a traffic calmer.  Mrs.  Banks, whose home is close to the intersection in question, offered that the four way stop sign is the safest idea and is stymied like the rest of us as to what or who is holding up the four stop signs promised.  A brief discussion was shared as to what thoughts folks felt about a traffic signal.  One person shared that a traffic signal may encourage speeders as too many folks do NOT slow down on yellow, but increase their speeds to “beat the light.”  Further discussion centered around making the crosswalks configured at the intersection to be more user friendly.  Presently, it is felt by pedestrians who use this area to walk that the crosswalks currently down on the street were not placed there by folks who took time to understand this intersection and that this could be majorly improved by individuals talking with the neighborhood...especially the pedestrians.  “Pish, Posh, Piffle,” was used by one to describe all of the excuses heard to avoid making this intersection safe with the four way stop signs over a twenty year period.  The FSNA directed Peter Hedlund to get in touch with John Santoski as to writing a timely e-mail to City Council that would “press the promise”  that the four stop signs be put into place more sooner than later while further discussions take place with other design features for this intersection for the safety of all.
Slate of Officers

We were asked to think of our positions on the current Board of Fry’s Spring

Neighborhood Association and whether we would like to continue in the same capacity for the upcoming 2006-2007 year.  We were asked as well to think of any applicants who might be asked to serve in any office prior to Oktoberfest where the slate of officers will be presented with further nominations being presented at that time with a voice vote taken.  The Slate of Officers then for 2006-2007 will be announced at Oktoberfest after this procedure takes place.  If anyone is unable to be at Oktoberfest, but wishes to put their name in nomination it is requested that you get in touch with our President, John Santoski and/or our Secretary, Jeanne S.  Chase.  One can also put names into nomination at Oktoberfest.
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Graffiti

Graffiti has become an unnecessary problem in our neighborhood showing up on Stribling 

Avenue and on the wooden fence at the Fry’s Spring Beach Club to name two areas.  In talking with the police department it is suggested that the owners of the land on which this is happening get in touch with the police to file a police report.  It is also suggested that photos be taken so that comparisons can be made with other areas in the City and the area is recommended to be painted over as quickly as possible to deter future markings.  Doing nothing will not stop the problem it has been suggested.  Some members of FSNA are in conversation with the manager at the beach club and report that they are aware of the problem.  Graffiti that was put on the board fence around September 20 , 2006 has not yet been painted over, but earlier graffiti has been.

Broken Fence Vandalism

The white fence that had fronted the property of  Mr.  and Mrs.  Teague has been the target 

of vandals intent on taking the fence apart prior to a huge tree in their front yard falling onto what was left of the fence.  Mr.  and Mrs.  Teague have done much for the citizens in our community over the years and this destruction to their property was condemned by the FSNA.  

Gift of Time

An idea presented by Adrienne Dent was for FSNA to do a “Gift of Time” for the beach 

club for the use of their building for Oktoberfest.  One such area would be to all pitch in at the end of the event and to make sure that all trash is collected properly and put into bags in the dumpster.  Another thought was if the beach club would want to designate a “Round-Up Day” to tackle the kudzu on their property that is challenging long standing trees and the board fence in some areas.

Peter said that he would explore these ideas with Greg, the manager, and Adrienne offered assistance if called upon by Peter to do so.
Steven Blaine - Meeting with Neighbors 


Steven Blaine, Attorney, will be meeting with a group of  FSNA members on Thursday, October 12,  2006 in the front yard of 223 Old Lynchburg Road for a “close -up” of the on going problem of HIGH VOLUME traffic on this residential street of the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood which in turn feeds into Jefferson Park Avenue.  The group meeting with Mr.  Blaine will stress the importance of the connector roads being built to take off this burden of established neighborhoods like Fry’s Spring Neighborhood.  We will document the traffic count and speeds during the meeting with the aid of the “Smart Trailer.”  The hours of the meeting will be 4 p.m. -   6 p.m.  Mr.  Blaine will share the time with us from 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  We will extend Peter’s invitation to him to be a part of Oktoberfest with all information going through Peter.  We hope that Mr.  Blaine will be able to come!
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Task Force
Frustrations were expressed relative to the stressors impacting our neighborhood from the 

County, the City, and the University.  One avenue of dialogue with the goal being more things fixed than simply being rehashed without timely solutions would be for the FSNA to seek a Task Force where there would be representatives meeting regularly from neighborhoods, the City, the County, and the University.  
Future Guests of F.S.N.A.


Suggestions for future speakers to come to FSNA meetings are: David Toscano, Steven Blaine, and Maurice Cox.  Others who have additional speakers in mind should call or e-mail John Santoski, President or Jeanne  S.  Chase, Secretary with additional thoughts and ideas.  Transportation and the need for overdue connectors was a suggested first topic.  
Terri DiCintio - Meeting with Developer, Tom Hickman

Conversations were shared with Terri and others at a recent meeting with Tom Hickman 

relative to his current development plans on Hill and Center.  These homes would be in the price range of $400,000.  The design would be similar to the homes on Huntley.  Currently the thinking is to build twelve (12) single family homes: nine (9) would be built off of Center and three (3) would be built off of Hill.  Peter Hedlund asked if plans could include a path from Todd Avenue to Shamrock Road.   Terri reported that a larger group would be convened in the future to

further talk with Mr.  Hickman about the ongoing  plans.   It was suggested that Mr.  Hickman be invited to come to Oktoberfest by Peter.  

Width of Jefferson Park Avenue Bridge Raises Concern

Currently the width of the JPA replacement bridge is to be 78' while the width of the West 

Main Street bridge is 65'.  Concerns were raised why the huge difference as this is a bridge into a residential neighborhood and not into to a high speed access road.  It was strongly suggested that our City Councilors, VDOT, and other informed people be guests of FSNA to perhaps form a panel or to come separately to speak to this issue.  Since John Santoski was unable to make this meeting and may have further background to share with us, it was suggested to get his input of information first before proceeding.   Peter was to get in touch with John relative to this issue.   Several in attendance strongly suggested that Kevin Lynch be asked to come share with FSNA the thoughts and understandings that he has relative to this question.  Adrienne offered to try another e-mail to VDOT requesting insight for timely information.
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Web Site Source

A member suggested letting FSNA folks know about the Traffic Map that is currently 

available on the Charlottesville City Web Site due to many issues currently being thrust on the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood dealing with traffic.  

Meeting Adjourned
Proposed Oktoberfest Flyer Follows on page 6 (See also the attachment).

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanne S. Chase

Secretary, FSNA 
Final Copy of October 11, 2006 Minutes

October 24, 2006
Page 6
You are invited to meet your neighbors at the

FRY’S SPRING NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION’S

5th Annual

OCTOBERFEST

Sunday, October 29th 2006 (rain or shine)

3:00 until 5:00

at the historic Fry’s Spring Beach Club

FREE FOOD PROVIDED BY:

Durty Nelly’s Pub/Wayside Deli

Anna’s Pizza

Guadalajara

Thai ‘99

Ole Virginia Fried Chicken

FREE PEPSI

(beer and wine sales to benefit Fry’s Spring Beach Club)

LIVE MUSIC

Meet your neighbors, city leaders, Fry’s Spring Neighborhood

Association Board members and learn more about current

events affecting the Fry’s Spring neighborhood including:

area development

Jefferson Park Avenue railroad bridge replacement

traffic calming

University growth

Speakers and discussion tables featuring:

Charlottesville Police Department

Charlottesville Neighborhood Development Services

University of Virginia Community Relations office

David Neuman and Julia Monteith, Office of the Architect, University of Virginia

Charlottesville Community Design Center

Fry’s Spring Beach Club

Join the neighborhood association for $5 a year per household
